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SEARCH ON FOR
HIDDEN PAST
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A n  U p p e r S p r in g fie ld  
c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p  
h a v e  la u n c h e d  t h e  
f irs t-e v e r  a t te m p t  to  
g a th e r  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
lo n g -fo rg o tte n  h is to ry  
o f th e  B lack  m o u n ta in .

And the Black M ou n ta in  
Environmental Group at 
the Newhil l  C om m unity  
C e n t r e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
u n e a r th e d  a s e r ie s  of 
e x c i t in g  p ic tu r e s  and  
artefacts w h ic h  tell the  
tale of the fo lk  w h o  l ived 
on the mounta in . Group 
supremo, Terry Enright, 
told the A nd ersons tow n  
News yesterday tha t no 
s t o n e  h a d  b e e n  l e f t  
un tu rned  in the  bid to 
p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
m o u n ta in 's  pas t .  " W e  
have even contacted the  
Church of Ire land m in is te r  
w ho  was responsib le for 
th e  o ld  c h u r c h  w h i c h  
stood ha l f -w a y  up the  
M oun ta in  Loney un t i l  i ts  
dem ol i t ion  in 1971. It's 
a m a z in g  h o w  q u i c k l y  
people have fo rgo t ten  tha t  
a church once stood the re ,  
especially w h e n  you take 
in to account tha t  it w a s  a 
c h u r c h  w i t h  a l o n g  
t r a d i t i o n  a n d  a c t u a l l y  
f e a tu r e d  in  t h e  1 8 3 2  
ord inance survey  m ap of 
the Belfast HHIs."

One of th e  s tu n n in g  
photos re tr ieved  by the  
group (reproduced here) 
show s  A lexander M cG ee, \ 
an uncle of R ichard Bell 
w h ose  fa m i ly  s t i l l  live at 
the ir  hom e above Bal ly- 
gom art in  and w h o  rem a in  
proud o w n e rs  of a sect ion 
of th e  m o u n t a i n .  T h e  
p ic tu re  w a s  taken  in 1 9 3 0  | 
w h e n  th e  f a m i l y  s t i l l  
fa rm ed the  m ou n ta in .

" W e ’re also keen to  g et 
our hands on any p ictures  
of the houses th a t once  
s to o d  in  th e  H a tc h e t

the m inute w e ’re « till 
continuing our e ffo rts  to  
contact the Ireland and  
D o w d s  fa m ilie s  w h o  
w ere the last people  to  
live in the Hatchet F ie ld ."

Pictures of th e  old  
Bleaching Green, once  
located above M o yard  
and the dye w orks th a t  
replaced the Green u ntil 
its  c lo s u re  in 1 9 6 7 .  
w ould  also be w e lco m e d  
by the G roup.

W hen collated, th e  
m ateh al on the m o u n ta in  
w ill be exhibited in th e  
N ew h ill C en tre . P lans are  
also a fo o t to  publish  th e  
history o f the m o u n ta in  
in book fo rm . A n y o n e  
w h o  has any old p h o to s  
or m e m e n to s  can le a v e  
th e m  a t  th e  N e w h i l l
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C e n tre  - re tu rn  p ro m is e d  
- or can  c o n ta c t  th e  
G r o u p  b y  p h o n i n g  
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